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In order to reach the mind of the Christian reader 
without sacrificing its Hindu atmosphere and feeling, 
I have adapted the word of God revealed to the 
Hindu race three or four ways. That produces an 
effect of reiteration in English of the same sentiment 
of the same sentence in different phrasing. But that 
was unavoidable. Since I wished to rouse the same 
feeling in the mind of the American reader as the 
Sanskrit rouses in a Hindu, in places I had to repeat 
many lines almost in the manner of the Litany. If I 
have failed to produce any effect on the western psy- 
chology the blame is mine and is not that of the 
Upanishads whose beauty, clarity and depth cannot 
be surpassed. They remain the solace of life to mil- 
lions of my countrymen and thousands of foreigners. 
May my adaptation of the Upanishads induce some 
scholars and mystics to make a modern and useful 
translation of them and other kindred books. 


Though not a scholar and a Sanskritist I have ven- 
tured to bring the mystical utterances of India to the 
door of the American reader in a fanciful garb as I 
have brought many another thing from the East, with 
the hope that it may serve him to augment his efforts 
in the direction of reconciling the East with the West. 

Duan Gopat MUKERJI 
January, 1929. 
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THE ISHA UPANISHAD 
( / HATEVER is, is moving and yet all of it is made 


to dwell in its place by the all-ruling power that 
spreads out like a net. Thou shouldst live to enjoy 
all life by what has been allotted to thee. Therefore, 
trespass not on other lives within your sphere, do not 
encroach on the life-sphere of others. 

Do not run away from your task; you will live a 
hundred years by taking up your own work. This is 
thy path, there is none other. 

Those who slay themselves by not doing what is 
their task pass into darkness that is all dark. God is 
moveless yet It is swifter than the flight of mind. 
Though the senses run fast they cannot trap It. Al- 
ways moveless yet It humbles the reach of all moving 

things. 

It moves, It trembles; yet It does neither. It is in 


all things. Yet It is outside of all. 
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From him, who sees all existence in himself; and 
himself in everything, It or that reality cannot remain 
hidden. 

He who has realized this wisdom has no delusion, 
no sorrow, no misery. Such a man has spread himself 
in all parts of the universe, bright, shining, glorious 
pure, the singer and the seer; he has been dispensing 
the well-being to all. 

He who runs after activity enters darkness; he who 
runs after mind is lost in steeper darkness. 

A hard diamond crust hides that Self (Of man). 
O thou Truth remove my own veil and show me 
Thy Face in me! 

O thou the nourisher, supreme seer, shining in all, 
and the sun, gather thy rays, withdraw thy lustrous 
fire so that I can see thy face. All that is, is One; that 
One I am. 

This body ends in ashes; the breathless life goes to 
deathlessness. O my mind, call to memory all that 
thou hast done. O thou fire, lead us to true position 
by the right path. 

O thou shining one, thou knowest all our ways. All 
our unworthy actions and sins remove from us, we 


utter praise of Thee! 
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THE ISHA UPANISHAD 


[ANoTHER VERSION] 


LL creatures that exist unchanged, and all creatures 


whose being is change, they are covered with the 
veil of Maya, which is unreality. As the magician 
withdraws the veil he has spread to trick the be- 
holders, so He, the Great Enchanter, plucks away 
the veil of Illusion that covers alike the changing 
and the changeless. 

The man who is beyond time, beyond space, beyond 
cause and beyond that which follows the cause, he 
knows how to enwrap himself in a mantle of divine 
happiness. 

The doer of deeds, when he dies, enters into a deep 
darkness, but he who attains knowledge enters into 
a deeper darkness. 

That moves because It has no motion; That is dis- 
tant because It is near; That is all. 
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[Each thing that is born contains all creation. 
Therefore the seer hates no creature, lest with its infi- 
nite soul it return his hate in infinite measure, and 
the million eyes of Creation look evil upon him. ] 

That one, who is growing in wisdom, he is the see-er 
of Identity—he beholds the Infinite as it grows in the 
chalice of the finite. Such an one as this does not 

resent death nor is he insulted by ignorance. What 
words are in the mouth of this illuminated One? He 
_ says, 

“That is everywhere—unbodied—sun-drenched— 
unpierced by the arrows of sin, holy, like rice well 
boiled.” ‘What words do the people use when they 
speak. of this one? They say, “His eyes (the eyes of 

‘the illuminated One) roam everywhere, seeing all, 
they search the fathomless mind. He is without 
- heredity—he has sired himself.” 

The ignorant, indeed, dwell in a profound dark- 
ness, but what Darkness is theirs who have attained 
Knowledge? Do you ask howI know? I have studied, I 

_have listened to the Wise when they spoke from their 
wisdom, saying, “A man indeed conquers death by 
good deeds, but he who has attained divine wisdom 
compels immortality, therefore the truly wise avoid 
14 
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not the pitfall of deeds, seeking above all wisdom.” 
This I heard from the holy ones who have pierced the 
secret. It is their lips, not my own, that speak. 

First to adjust oneself to nature; next to conquer 
immortality. The sun, which feeds and sustains all 
nature, is but a golden mask that covers the face of 
truth. And with pain-sensitized hands, I will tear 
away the (golden) mask of the sun, so that I may 
look into the eyes of The Unseen. Oh Sun, sustainer 
and life giver of all, help me to pierce through and 
behold Him behind you! 
_ My breath, when I die, will mix with the air; my 
body, when I die, will mix with the dust, but I my- 
self will remember my houseless house, and like a 
hawk, I shall pierce my way Thither. 
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OU ask, beloved. By whom is the chariot of the 
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KENA (KAINA) UPANISHAD 


mind driven, by whom is the breath of the living 
being drawn in and out, and what horsemanship gov- 
erns the tremendous force of the word? How many 
gods must watch to keep the eyes fixed, the ears 
intent? 

Dear, He is the mind in the mind, He turns the 
weather vane of thought, in Him all words have their 
root, He is the Listener behind the ears—yet the 
ear cannot hear Him, the eye cannot see Him, the 
words cannot utter Him, and the mind cannot come 
near Him! 

If the Unknown cannot snare Him, why cast the 
noose of Knowledge, why prepare:the trap of learn- 
ing? 

That was not born in the womb of words. It is in- 
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deed the mother of all words—he who knows this 
to be so is free from Illusion, from the entanglement 
of things—he is naked and homeless in That. 

That outleaps the reach of the mind and directs 
all minds. 

The eyes cannot see It and It looks through all eyes. 
Know this and do not worship Things. 

We cannot hear Him, but He hears us, know this, 
and free yourself from Things. 

No single life lives Him, yet He cries out in every 
Life. 

Oh my disciple, you have heard me, you have dili- 
gently listened, have you understood God’s nature? 
Dear, you know nothing! Do you know that? 

The student came to the master on the following 
day, saying, “My Lord, I think I perceive in some 
measure the One. That I see Him completely is not 
true, and that I do not see Him completely is not 
true.” 

“Dear, He who knows, may not know, and he who 
does not know, may know. He who says That is not, 
may know That, and he who says That is, may not 
know It. Know, know, know Him in all knowledge! 
When all your tasting tastes Him, again and again 
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and again, you drink immortality. When a man knows 
himself, he becomes strong, but when he knows That 


Self, he becomes deathless. 
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HE student asked the master, “My Lord, what is 


the feeling experienced by one who realizes God?” 
He answered, “J am the root of the _ blue- 
branched tree of heaven, J am the glory that rests 
on the horns of the mountains, J am the summit of 
sanctity, [ am the gold in the dross, I am the secret 
behind the sun; in the grain its seed, J am the 
kernel of Reality, J am the sharpest point on the 
knife-blade of intelligence!” 

“How can I attain this feeling?” 

“Study the Vedas, respect those who impart unto 
you wisdom; show hospitality to religion. Before leav- 
ing your teacher’s home, reward him with the amount 
of payment that seems to you fitting. Do not cut the 
cord of marriage with the blade of celibacy. Do not 


be restless with truth, nor restive with religion. Do 
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not abandon friendliness, do not be ashamed to be 
great, do not neglect your ancestors. 

“Harken to the pleading of the gods. Adore your 
mother as God, adore your father as God. Respect all 
enlighteners. 

“Your guests should be treated to repletion. Give 
with reverence. Make each gift with love and rejoicing 
and if you cannot rejoice, give not at all. Let intel- 
ligence rein the horse of charity. Let your gifts be as 
small as the cup of your humility, as large as the 
chalice of your religion. Do not give unless you give 
as to your equal.” 

If a doubt arises in your mind concerning all these 
things, seek the company of wise men, of those who 
are armed with judgment, naked of intrigue and 
malice, sharpened by religion. I do not tell you to 
listen to the words of such as these; I tell you only 
to do as they do. This is indeed the resting place of 
wisdom—your home, this is the secret of the Vedas. 

May Indra protect us! 

May Brahma protect and enjoy us, may He en- 
lighten us and avert all quarrels from us and make 
us strong with intelligence! 


The God-pursuer attains God, the true and eternal. 
22 
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In the supreme heaven is the Word, and that Word is 
under the canopy of your own soul. He who stumbles 
upon That in the dark chamber of self, what does he 
feel? He feels like God, nay, he becomes God; he 
tastes the honey of fulfillment in the cup of longing. 

Whence words come back baffled, like unleashed 
dogs who have missed their quarry; he who has jour- 
neyed Thither, Fear frightened flies from him. But 
not with the mind-soul shall he journey, but with the 
wisdom-soul.. The small mind-soul, the logic, the 
knife-point of intelligence, lives in the great wisdom- 
soul like a bird in the sky. Inside the rind of wisdom 
lies the seed of intelligence; so the supreme soul 
clothes, surrounds, and contains the mind-soul. 

Now I shall expound to you how creation was pre- 
cipitated from the one uncreated. Man is (in one 
aspect) the expression of the mind-soul as separated - 
from the wisdom-soul. There is the surrounding soul 
of bliss, and this bliss-soul saturates the mind-soul and 
in that saturation is the form of Man. Joy is his head, 
happiness is his right arm, pleasure is his left arm, 
and untainted bliss (Ananda Atman) is his heart. 

He who thinks That does not exist, finds That as 
Unreality, and he who says That exists worships That 
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as the Real. Yet He who is Wisdom and Bliss is truly 
the self of Man. 

He (God) wished: I will become the left hand, I 
will become the right hand, I will be born, I will 
create. And so He meditated on creation—that is to 
say, He cast His thought into the metre and rhythm 
of createdness, which is the world, and out of His 
meditation all came. And He entered His own crea- 
tion, and at this moment creation took two aspects— 
the determinate and the indeterminate, the conscious 
and the unconscious, that which can be defined, and 
that which exceeds definition. The true and the non- 
true, both became real, but all is called Truth, because 
He is all. The True and that which exceeds the 
True, both are Truth. (He means that name and 
form, definition and differentiation, are not all 
experience. ) 

In the beginning the Universe was undefinable. 
Name and form, definition and differentiation, had 
not been born. The definable, universe of name and 
form came from That. He created Himself. He, the 
unmovable, created the moving. Therefore He is 
ealled the Artificer who has entered His Masterpiece; 
therefore He is called the Orderer, the Craftsman, the 
24 
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Taste of the Universe, the Sap of the Universe, and 
the man who has tasted that sap attains bliss! 

Without Him, who would have created, who would 
have refrained from creating? Who would have 
breathed, who would have refrained from breath- 
ing? 

The man who has rooted his soul in the invisible 
and the undifferentiated, in the unnamed, he who 
drinks of that which no cup contains, he who swims 
in that river without a shore, he obtains fearlessness, 
and he who does not fear, what has he to do with 
death? But if he is removed ever so slightly from that 
foundation, then he becomes the foundling of terror. 
He who has lost that complete identity, who has 
touched the shore of Things, he fears everything, even 
God. He thinks that the wind rushes because it is 
afraid of God; he thinks that the thunder cries out 
in terror; he thinks that the fire rages because it is 
afraid, he thinks that the sun rises in fear of His 
anger. The moon renews herself, trembling, and 
Death, shuddering in fear, becomes silent. 

Now I shall describe the Bliss Form, and show the 
Universe as it locks to the one who is without fear. 

A young man, wise, quick, alert, strong and firm, 
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the owner of the universe, is filled with happiness. But 
a hundred times more than his is the happiness of a 
half-man, half-god. The Pleiades know a bliss a hun- 
dred times beyond that of the half-man, half-god, and 
the bliss of the Milky Way exceeds in like measure 
the bliss of the Pleiades. A thousand-fold more happy 
is the God of Gods, but the bliss of the Uncreated 
Being is infinitely beyond. He who has found Him- 
self enjoys this Bliss, and this Bliss permeates the 
Universe. The mind, accompanied by the words 
‘makes a pilgrimage towards That, and returns weary 
and unsatisfied; the senses return baffled and con- 
fused, but the Unknown in man journeys There, and 
returns not, the shadows of Fear he leaves behind 
him. 

He who has attained this stature, sees every form 
of existence drawing the sap of bliss. He knows the 
created and the uncreated, the undifferentiated and 
the differentiated, the spoken and the unspoken, the 
holy and the unholy. He knows all these to be Him- 
self, and contemplating Himself in these two aspects, 
he is tranquil, he is at peace. He is at home, he has 
found his home. He is established in tranquillity. He 
is founded in peace. 
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We worship creation—we worship the wind; 
under your clamorous outpouring, O wind, I have 
spoken the truth, I have proclaimed the right. 

From that came the sky, from the sky came, ete., 
etc., etc., came wind-fire-water, earth, rice (rice is the 
eldest born, by which all live), man. 

The student asked the master, “What happens to 
a man when he dies—where does he go?” He an- 
swered: 

Vrigu, the Holy One, came to his Father Varuna, 
and asked, “My Lord, teach me about God!” 

“Food, life, eyes, hearing, mind, speech,” answered 
Varuna, “are the doors of God perception, of knowl- 
edge of God,” He continued; “whence the living 
beings come, and whither they go, that is God. Try to 
know him.” 

Vrigu went away and meditated. In his meditation 
he found that God is rice (food). Each creature is 
born of rice, lives by rice, and returns to rice. Having 
‘learned this, he went again to his Father, and said to 
him, “My Lord, impart unto me the secret of God!” 

Varuna answered, “Meditate, my beloved, and 
through the tunnel of meditation pierce your way to 
Him.” 


27 


DEVOTIONAL PASSAGES FROM THE HINDU BIBLE 


TPT ETTTTTTLET LETTE TT TTT ee 


Vrigu departed, and again through meditation he 
learned that God is life, for out of life all creatures 
come, and to life they return. After birth they live 
by life, and at death they return to the destination of 
life. Having learned this, he came to his Father, and 
spoke as before, and as before, Varuna answered, 
“Go, and meditate more deeply.” 

After a long period of concentration, Vrigu believed 
that God is mind, for out of mind do all things come, 
in the mind they live, and to the mind all things 
return, home. Again he asked his Father, “Oh, my 
Lord, be pleased to instruct me in the lore of 
Brahma!” 

And Varuna answered, “If you seek Him, you will 
find Him!” 

Then Vrigu went away again, and after years of 
meditation, he learned that God is Vijnana [which 
means revelation of the word, or seizing the “seed 
within the tree,” by a sudden burst of intuition]. All 
creatures wear the form of Vijnana, in that form they 
dwell, and unto that form do they return. Vrigu re- 
turned to Varuna, but again Varuna answered, “Go 
forth, my son, and meditate more deeply.” And after 
many long years, Vrigu at last came upon the supreme 
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truth that God is bliss! Bliss is the nature of the Uni- 
verse, bliss is the nature of the gods, beings are born 
because of bliss, and at death they return to bliss. 

This statement was made by Vrigu and related to 
us by Varuna, his father. Varuna made this com- 
ment, “This supreme knowledge abides like a bird in 
the sky of your heart, and he who has comprehended 
it, establishes himself in God. He enjoys his rice, he 
has good children, he has good animals, he puts on 
divine effulgence and glory. Never speak ill of rice. 
The earth itself is rice, and the sky feasts on the earth, 
and the earth offers itself to the heavens. Whosoever 
comes asking hospitality, let him not return unsatis- 
fied. This is your duty; acquire rice that you may ful- 
fill this duty, and when good people come, you may 
be able to say, “I have prepared my rice.” He who 
with great consecration offers rice, it returns to him 
in majesty. He who offers it with a divided consecra- 
tion, it returns to him in bedraggled majesty, and he 
who offers it with no consecration, to him it returns 
in the garment of meanness. 

He who understands all this, understands Vakya, 
the Word, and he who understands the Word under- 
stands God, for the Word abides in the mind of God. 
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ie the hands it is action, in the feet it is movement, 
but that is only in man. In the rain it is assuagement, 
in the thunder it is power, in the tiger it is glory, in 
the star it is effulgence! 

He who thinks of the Lord as the foundation of the 
universe, attains integrity, he who thinks of the Lord 
as majesty, attains a greater integrity, he who thinks 
of the Lord as mind, compels all minds, he who 
thinks of the Lord as creator, becomes creation-clad, 
he who thinks of the Lord as the essence of Creation, 
as the sky is the essence of nothingness, that man 
ceases to have enemies. “Thus,” said Varuna, the 
father of Vrigu, “I have indicated the supremest Real- 
ity, which shines in man as brilliantly as the light 
shines in the sun. Now he who uncovers all these 
secrets, and makes them his own, he wins unto him- 
self God, as rice, as life, as mind, as Vijnana (intui- 
tion), as bliss, and thus fulfilled at every point, his 
mouth is pried open by inspiration, he sings, “I am 
rice! [ am the rice eater, I am the rice eater, I am the 
rice eater! I am the song weaver, I am the song weaver, 
I am the song weaver! [These phrases are said three 
times to point out the bewilderment of the fully il- 


luminated.] I am the eldest born of the Truths, I am 
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the oldest of the Gods, I am the artery of Immortality. 
He who lives by food, him I devour, as my fire de- 
vours the Universe.” 
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ALUTATION to Brahma! Salutation! In the be- 


ginning all existence was soul, there was nothing 
else, not even a meteor of creation. The soul con- 
sidered, “Shall I create the worlds?” and that very 
thought precipitated the universe. So all was created, 
water, death, and the invisible. After this the soul 
thought, “Shall I create a shepherd for these worlds?” 
So he took a little water, and made man, and as he 
looked upon his latest creation, the human face blos- 
somed, as the little hawk breaks his way from the egg. 
Then the word leapt from man’s mouth, and in the 
word dwelt flame. Then the nostrils became defined, 
and through them Life shot its arrows, the breath. 
The empty sockets filled with eyes, and from the eyes 
shot forth the sun. The ears stretched themselves, 
hearing hummed within, and from the humming came 


the corners of space, the nests of sound. Then the skin 
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(grew) sensitive, put forth the hairs, as herbs and 
trees grow on the skin of the earth. At last came the 
heart, and the heart for servant brought the mind. 
The mind gave birth to the moon and was clothed 
with its white tranquillity. Thus the gods were created 
with man, and they sank into the sea of time and 
space with Him.:Then God gave to man thirst and 
hunger. These gods, the sun and moon, the earth and 
the sea, who had been created with man, clamored 
before God, asking for a refuge. The Creator made 
a cow shape and showed it to the gods, but they said, 
“It is too small.” Then the Lord brought a horse 
shape, and they said, “It is unworthy of us!” Then 
the Lord brought before them man and they ex- 
claimed, “How beautiful! Let us dwell within Him!” 
So man came to contain the gods. “But each in his 
said the Lord, so fire became the 
speech of the human mouth, the sun became the ten-. . 
ant of the eyes, and the spaces became the silence and 
the hearing of the ears. Then (sense of) touch came, 
quickening the skin and the hair into sense and feel-: 
ing, the moon spread her serenity over the mind, and 
last of all, death entered the heart. 
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appointed place,’ 
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wes have we been born, by what cause are 
we able to sustain life, in what are we founded, 
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O knowers of Brahma? What cause imprisons us 
between the two states of pain and happiness? 
Enlighten us, if it be your pleasure.” 

“We are caused, we are founded, we are imprisoned 
by Time and Nature (By Kala and by Svabhab), by 
these two are conditioned the qualities of all living 
things.” 

“All living things, in what terms shall we con- 
ceive them, in what cause-form shall we apprehend 
them?” 

“The Sages, illumined by their own qualities, they 
have been able to see the inner nature, the innermost 
form of God. They have seen that, through His own 
form, He plans and patterns the causes, such as time, 
and the nature of things. They have known that any 
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human soul, if he thinks himself separate from 
God, by that very thought is lost in the wheel 
of things. [The swan is the soul, Hansa, mean- 
ing, Soham, “I am God.” Whatever calls itself 
Hansa is separated from God, and loses itself 
in the wheel; like a swan that floats upon the 
waters of illusion, but when it knows itself as Soham 
it attains immortality. ] This supreme Reality has been 
sung in the sacred books, the Enjoyment, the Enjoyer, 
and the Enjoyed, the shelter for all beauty, all has a 
foundation in that Unnamable, which, like stone, 
cannot be worn away. Those who have found This 
have become free and immortal. Those who have 
found Him have become immortal. He is mutable 
and immutable, hidden and manifest. The soul that 
has lost the taste for God, is caught in the wheel 
of enjoyment. He has become a citizen of the city 
of happiness and unhappiness, he has flung him- 
self into the dungeon of ignorance, but if he has tasted 
God, he has escaped, he has found the key. The wise 
and the ignorant, the birthless One and the born soul, 
both are God. The unborn God who wears the form 
of the universe is without action, the born soul 
is the actor, and between these two comes a 
third. Its name is Prakriti [phenomenal world, 
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nature |. He who knows God to be in all three, who has 
mastered the threefold majesty of Him, he has become 
free and immortal. The soul that is fastened on Him 
drops all ignorance. To know Him is to break all 
bonds, it is to lose all pain, it is to extinguish the fire 
of birth and death, it is to shed the body, to roll the 
heavens like a leather garment and fling it upon your 
- shoulder, it is to be untainted by qualities, to become 
fully quenched by fulfillment, the full-flowered Bliss. 
This can be no indwelling within the soul. There is 
nothing taller than this to be known. Prakriti, the 
born soul, and the unborn God, to know these three 
as one, sets free from time, from ignorance, and from 
death. 

The unborn flame lies in the womb of the wood, 
and when the wood, its hiding place, is reduced by fire 
to nothingness, then does the flame leap forth, tongued 
with many lives, for destruction gives it birth. So the 
soul is made thousand-lived by destruction. As you 
strike wood upon wood, the flame leaps forth, so 
strike yourself with yourself, and from the clash of 
born soul with unborn soul, arises the flame of illumi- 
nation, devouring all Darkness. Strike the self with 
meditation and incantation, and behold the lightning 
leap of the flame of God. 
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As the oil is in the mustard seed, butter in milk, 
water in the river, so abides the unborn God in the 
-born soul of man. When the self imagines itself sepa- 
rate from the self, then, like a ball wandering aim- 
lessly, it is trapped by the motion of the potter's 
wheel. Like a ball wandering aimlessly—like a grain 
of dust whirling about upon the infinite wheels of 
creation, Hansa (the Swan, the Soul) self-exiled from 
_the self, becomes homeless on the revolving planes of 
‘life; so wandering from disk to disk it is lost in the 
infinite loneliness. Then, suddenly remembering its 
oneness, it leaps back to that One, and stands on the 
summit of Immortality. Those who are God-longers, 
God-knowers, and God-realizers, they will understand 
my meaning. 

This has been said in ancient lore, the supreme One 
is strangely two; though the aspects of Him are indeed 
three. He is the earth-founder and the earth-binder, 
He roots the earth, yet He remains apart. He is creator 
and created. And yet He is indeed a third, apart from 
either. He is the Eater, the Eaten, and the Eating. 
He is the maker, the unmaker, and He is that which 
is beyond making and unmaking. He is the rivet that 


binds together the created and the uncreated. He is 
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the silence that holds the expressed and the inexpres- 
sible. He is the nourisher of these opposites. The man 
who tastes only pleasure and pain, becomes tethered 
in the stable of ignorance, but he who can taste Him 
in the expressed and in the unexpressed, in the cre- 
ated and in the uncreated, breaks the fetters of igno- 
rance, and comes into the pastures of light. In each 
man theré is his own self, and also the self of all. 
In the latter aspect he is the Body of the universe, 
yet he is free of the burden of its guidance, his feet 
are on the paths of desire, yet he is free from the 
limitations of the road. He knows at once Nature, and 
himself as a part of nature, and he knows that he is 
the creator of both the whole and the part. The uni- 
verse as Nature is imperishable, the universe as the 
Self is imperishable; the Supreme One rules both 
these, and-yet is free from both of these—He is sub- 
ject to neither. To think of Him is to be one with 
Him. The instant man has been kindled by that fire 
of identity, his ignorance and fear are dispelled, as 
the prodigious darkness is vanquished by the flame 
of a lighted candle. The knower cuts the halter of 
ignorance, and is free in the pasture of light, where 


he is not troubled any longer by the twin shadows of 
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birth and death. And when he comes to leave the 
body, the dead man does not clothe himself with the 
vesture of perfection, he does not assume the orna- 
ments of attributes. But as his longings have been 
stilled long ago, he becomes Himself, whom men call 
Bliss. He is the Self of the Self, beyond Him there is 
Naught, below Him is the Untasted, yet it is He who 
plays this game of the Eater, the Eaten, and the 
Eating. 

The final cause of the wood is the fire, and yet the 
material cause of the fire is the wood, so he who 
strikes the senses with the intelligence beholds God. 
Smite then your body with the wood of your mind, 
and produce the deep dark fire of God. As the oil 
is in the mustard seed, as butter is in milk, as water 
in the river, as flame in wood, so he who seeks his 
Self in himself loses his loneliness within the circling 
arm of identity. As in all milk there is sweetness, so 
there is the infinite sweetness of God in every soul. 
Taste within yourself, and draw to yourself the sweet- 
ness of your own infinite bliss. 

He, the untainted, the color-bereft, the hidden 
meaning that fulfills, the one without a second, by the 


wizardry of His own strength He foaled the moving 
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world, and into Him it rushes back. Him we invoke, 
to give us good intellect, so that we can understand 
what is to follow. 

Who is He? He is the fire in the flame, He is the 
shining in the sun, He is the blowing of the wind, 
the silver in the moon. He is the stars reeling with 
light. He is Brahma, the Lord Supreme. Thou art 
the One Truth to whom men have given many names. 
Thou art the sanctity that is in woman and the man- 
liness in man. Thou art the young virgin, and the 
little brother that stands beside her. Thou art age— 
the staff-leaner. Thou art the thousand faces born in 
every child—the blue trembling of the dragon-fly— 
the startled light in the ruby eyes of the dove—Thou 
art the dancer whose footsteps beat out the seasons, 
and Thou art the lightning-wombed cloud that drags 
its heavy side over the tumult of the blue-black sea. 
Beginning-baffling, end-eluding, yet you exist, and 
the universe spills out of you. He is the maker of 
many forms, the fashioner of nature, and worship- 
per of that which has been fashioned—then having 
worshipped nature, He slips out of His own crea- 
tion. 

There is a tree [the human body] on it dwell two 
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birds, one, lost in meditation and the other eating 
the fruits of the tree. But when the eater and the 
meditator awaken one another, then suddenly they 
find their identity. They experience the glory of God 
and hawklike pierce their way into Oneness. The su- 
preme inexplicable, hidden in the brightest silence of 
heaven, holds all the gods as a tree shelters the birds. 
The man who does not know Him, profits nothing by 
knowing the Rig. What does he achieve by chanting 
the hymns? But the unsinging, silent realizer, be- 
“comes the plunderer of rewards. The hymns, the 
‘rituals, the fasting, and the observances, the time 
spent, the time to spend, and the time dying, the uni- 
-verse itself, He creates by a Maya of His own. What 
_wonder, then, little souls are caught in the Maya of 
. the Universe? This world, Maya, is creation and be- 
hind and before it is the Maya-clad one, his incar- 
nation is Maya. He, the secondless one, is the sower 
of every cause. He is the seed in sex, but existence 
leaps out from the womb to which it returns. He is 
_ the sower, the fulfiller, the harvester of creation, and 
having seen that one, the God pursuer attains peace, 
Shanti [Shanti means the calm of ecstasy, the calm 
in the heart of ecstasy—the calm-clad ecstasy—the 
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calm in poetry |. He who is the possibility of the 
gods, He who is the gladness of the gods, He in 
whom all the gods find their end—the one throned 
in the universe, He whose seat is the universe—the 
supreme Thinker—the seer supreme, the womb of the 
gold whom all of you know. Having heard, may He 
bless us with good intelligence! To what god shall we 
offer sacrifice today? That first letter of all alphabets 
—let us make offering to Him. Alpha and Omega 
—He who is the supreme Lord, to whom the world 
clings as a child to its mother, He who sustains the 
walker and the runner, He who is the speed of the 
two-footed and the sustainer of the four-footed—how 
shall we offer sacrifice today to Him? 

In the jungle depth of all experience He abides 
who has mastered the universe. Know this and attain 
to the peace:that cannot be described—this peace that 
humbles all description. He hid it, this moving world 
under time (though the universe is lost in Time, yet 
He protects it—He hid the world in time—He is the 
maker of the universe in Time, yet he protects it. In 
each he is the Secret). He let fall the universe in 
time—yet He protects it in timelessness. In everyone 
He is the inner secret. I am the inner secret of every 
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soul, in whom the sages and seers are founded— 
Know this—And he who knows Him, breaks the man- 
acle of death. Inside the butter there is something 
unseen. The artery of immortality—the river of bliss, 
the river of Rig [righteousness—right]—He is the 
butter, the song, the Rig. He is the thread within the 
Rig, the thread of righteousness. As within the rope 
of joy lies the thread of benediction, so He abides in 
the human heart. He is the fat of the universe—the 
nourishment of the world. He is the thread of right- 
ness running through the world. He is the thread of 
song, the artery of immortality. He dwells in the 
human heart. He who finds Him there becomes free. 
He encircles the universe—know this, and break the 
‘ bondage of death! This vast network of God, through 
which the universe runs like an ocean current is 
thrown over every human heart, heart in heart, 
mind in mind beyond mind! He who knows this, 
leaps beyond immortality. Beyond darkness the 
beacon of day is not lit—the silver of night 
is not seen—“I am” is no more, as “I am not” 
cannot be. Indescribable you are, as He is—the 
Father of the Sun—the loins from which the uni- 
verse sprang. In the mirror of comparison you 
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cannot see the reflection of this—exiled from the 
province of the eyes it is—it has no abode in the 
house of eyes—wherever the eyes alight—it is not— 
it has no abiding place—heart within heart—mind 
in mind and beyond mind—it cannot be caught in 
the middle—it cannot be touched at the ends. His 
name is terrible glory, of Him how can we speak? 
Some are frightened, and run for refuge to Him— 
but we say, Oh, thou face of supreme compassion that 
is within us, we take refuge in you. I await you with 
offerings. 

In the absolute, light and darkness deepened them- 
selves, knowledge and ignorance hid in Him. Igno- 
rance made the paths of bondage, and knowledge 
made the paths of freedom. He in whom the two 
mingle is delivered from both. 

As the fowler spreads the net, and hides near it, 
for when he likes he can withdraw it, so in man the 
absolute spreads the blue net of experience, and is 
detached from it, because He is able to devour it, as 
the spider devours his web. As the sun spreads his 
net of fire, and abides in its centre, so the supreme 
being diffuses himself in suns, moons, and stars, in 
creatures, undercreatures, and supercreatures, in 
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demons and spirits, yet all these together cannot con- 
tain his infinite fullness. As all creation retains the 
mark of the mother, so the universe retains the mark 
of God. How? He is darkness, he is light, and yet it 
is outside both. So is creation darkness and light, and 
yet it is outside both. As the child cannot exceed the 
mother, so the universe cannot exceed God. As the 
child cannot escape the mortal form of the mother, 
so the universe cannot escape the immortal form of 
God. 

In the forests of the Vedas is hid the treasure of the 
Upanishads, and the treasure of the Upanishads is 
the knowledge of God. Those who plundered this 
treasure became drunk with God, and leapt-over the 
chasm of death into immortality. He is as small as 
the tiller’s thumb as it guides the plow—the plow of 
the sun, the husbandman of space, that runs with its 
point of fire through the fields.of the stars—small 
as the thumb, mightier than the sun, defying all con- 
ceptions, unconscious of Self, subtler than the point 
of a needle, humble as the zero, yet of infinite 
abundance. 

He is the thousandth part of the thousandth part 


of a hair, yet by this man scales the ramparts of 
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immortality. He is not woman, yet He abides as 
woman in woman. He is not man, yet He abides in 
man as man. He is not a child, yet as a child He 
abides in children, and sexless he crouches in the 
beings of earth, in the stones and sticks and stars, and 
the inwardness of that being shelters Him. 

The individual soul, carried away by the illusion 
of thought, of sight, and sense and touch and hear- 
ing, becomes planted in time, like a seal, and takes 
on the character of time, which is birth, growth and 
death. After many births and deaths in time the soul 
‘rends the curtains and finds itself to be the hidden 
one behind the veil—it finds itself as Creator, Lord, 
world-permeator, breaker of all chains. 

God cannot be grasped except by the God-idea, the 
God-mood. He who has this mood, this taste, this 
burning: devotion, he finds Him. He is the cause that 
destroys. the effect, as He is the effect that erases the 
cause—know Him, know Him, know Him, and then 
why should you live or die? 

There are some wise men who have called Nature 
God, and still others who call Time the cause of all. 
But do they reflect how That which they cannot grasp, 
is revolving this wheel which they can grasp? Knowl- 
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edge is his muscles, cause is his servant, quality is 
his instrument, all awareness is his; He covers all as 
the skin covers the body. 

Earth, water, fire, sky, all the throng of name- 
bearers—they but reiterate “God exists.” Having fin- 
ished his task, having appeased all thirst, having 
joined cause with effect and hope with fulfillment, He 
withdraws into His subtler self, where defining and 
naming do not reach. Having subdued all action, hav- 
ing destroyed all by fulfilling all, He pierces his way 
into his own immortality. Each form, brimming with 
God, is too small to contain Him. All the shapes of 
time, birth, death, growth, spring, sun, winter, fall 
away like veils because He exceeds them all. Yet they 
exist because of Him. Man becomes the bringer of the 
Way, the destroyer of Sin, he lifts the veil of Sin; and 
glory, immortality and sinlessness run like rivers at 
his feet. Know that One to be Thyself. Over all real- 
ity He is flung like a net, and all truths are knots in 
its web, wonder within wonder, woven and inter- 
woven, thread within thread, strand in strand—He is 
lost in the web of his light, simple as a child who 
plays with the infinite beams of the sun. He has no 
cause. He has no creation. In the books have been 
sung his subtle nature and his simple attributes. He 
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is wisdom, He is strength, He is the play of creation. 
Unwedded and unmastered is He, unwooed, yet em- 
bracing all creation, mother of all reality, uncaused 
yet driving the chariot of cause, father of all, yet 
fatherless, orphan, yet child of all reality. Like the 
spider, He spins all creation out of himself, and real- 
ity is his web. He is the web. He is the spinner and 
He is the spider. May we, as He does, find ourselves, 
and draw the net of our illusion into ourselves, as 
the spider winds up her web. He is the secret of all, 
the hidden in the unhid, the founder of Dharna, in 
each being he is the destroyer of loneliness, for His 
Witness is always with him. He is the one seed blos- 
soming into many flowers. In the thousand facets 
of reality, He is the one light. Ye who know Him, your 
peace and bliss are abiding, the eternal amongst all 
eternals, the consciousness behind all consciousness, 
One, yet fulfilling the many. 4UANTO 
The man who through the mood of devotion un- 
covers His cause-veiled face becomes free and immor- 
tal. How then is He? The sun does not shine, nor 
the moon, the footfall of a single star is not heard, 
the lightning dare not flash—and why speak of the 
hearth-fire? He is burning in all, He shines as the 
light that covers all. 
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SENTENCES FROM THE GITA 
GOD TO MAN 

T having seen his own infinite magnitude, how 
can he love the magnitude in the souls of others? 

Those who ever seek the experience of identity will 
become bewildered in the search, but I shall preserve 
what they have achieved in the past. I shall supply 
what they lack. This is an immutable law of the spirit. 

Even those who are lost in the pursuit of other gods 
are indeed with Me, for I am the receiver of all sac- 
rifices, I am present at all rites. For the lonely one, 
I am his witness, no one is lonely—a leaf, a fruit, a 
flower, a drop of water lifted in your own hands, con- 
secrated to Me in your own heart—is it not enough to 
satisfy Me? 
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Mx the gods be with us and, like younger broth- 
ers, sit in meditation and help us. 
Mitra be with us because he is the lover. 
Varuna be with us because he is the giver. 
And the other gods, may they be with us. 
We have called the gods our younger brothers for 
they, all-effulgent, must be perfect. 
But we must invoke the eldest one, the completely 

puffed-up one. 
He is so puffed-up that he contains the universe. 
(Akashasharira, as he grew, he enveloped the whole 

universe. ) 

We may call Him the skin of the universe. He is 
stretched like the hide of a drum and all the sounds 

are under Him. 
O, You are the visible because you are the invisible. 
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We experience you invisible but we wish to precipi- 
tate you in our visible utterance. 

For we wish to proclaim righteousness and more 
than righteousness—we seek to proclaim the true. 

Protect me until my utterance is complete. 

Peace be unto us all. Peace be unto all. Peace be 
unto all. 

The airst utterance of peace is for the lower worlds. 
—a blessing on the creeping ones that they may crawl 
up to God. 

The second peace utterance is for us, the walking 
ones, so that we may pursue the ever-voyaging des- 
tination of the world. 

The third utterance of peace is for the invisible, 
who is also fretting to know Him. 

In study there is the call. . 

In study there is the impression. 

In study there is the placing. 

In study*there is the childbirth. 

It is joining the unknown to the knowable. 

We may be far reaching in our life. May we swell 

- with the sap of the Absolute. 

In order to do that we have to go through these 
steps. 
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We must see the nature and the essence of the 
universe; but this must be by meditating on the cen- 
ters of light, and then the light in things that we can- 
not apprehend; meditation in company with the sages; 
meditation on and with those that have gone and 
those that are to come; meditation on ourselves, the 
tongue and the senses and the charioteer behind the 
senses, 

We must perceive the universe before the knower 
and the known were precipated. These two are held 
_together by a tangible nothing like the sky. The dead 
and the living are held together by the air (the world- 
breath): The sun against the water is held together 
by the lightning. 

The meditation of personal knowledge is three- 
fold—the wisdom that has been acquired, the wis- 
dom that is being acquired and the illumination of 
the mind that burns up both. 

The mother is the wisdom existing, the husband is 
the wisdom coming and the son is the wisdom that 
consumes both. Therefore begetting is the lightning 
link that joins the chain of light of the universe. 

Even your body is full of triads [or is threefold]. 
The lower frame has been, the intellect was joined 


59 


DEVOTIONAL PASSAGES FROM THE HINDU BIBLE 


PTUTETTCETT TPL P Tee eee eee eee eee eee eee eee eee ee eee eee eee 


to it, and when speech came the two were consumed 
unto a third. So do not live in the lower frame alone 
nor in the upper frame alone, but bind them both up. 

The wisdom of the ear, may it be protected. 

Let the cows and the other animals be protected. 

May the animals be blessed. May the students be 
blessed. 

May everyone attain fullness. May everyone glow 
with knowledge. May everyone be rich. May everyone 
be richer. May everyone be more than the rich, for 
they are seeking to penetrate the priceless. 

O, you priceless one, penetrate me and burn in me. 
Your preciousness is one thousand branched. All the 
rivers, all the minerals, all the months and all the 
directions are some of those thousand branches. 

O thou ultimate pricelessness, bring me those who 
are seeking for you. O my refuge, illuminate me so 
that I will be lost in Thee, my lair. The visible, the 
invisible and that which binds the two together, as the 
daybreak binds the night to the day, are in man and 
they continually grow in him. And he who knows all 
this becomes a garland of light and the gods, like 
priests, lift him up and put him around the neck of 
the Absolute. 
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What you learn is good and what you teach is good. 

Study and teach, not for the purpose of obtain- 
ing the secret, but attaining that insight that is the 
control as well as the unfolding of the secret. 

This is meditation, this is consecration. 


THE END 


57 


: Pat ni we X ‘ / ; ‘ 
yi ee ee ; DAL uh / “ \ : 
7 . ; co ny \ ‘ ¢ , i , \ i \ bi / 


ae 


WITHDRAWN 


UNIV OF MOUNT UNION LIBRARY 


Date Due 


Lek oSe 
Ce 


VOVE 9 i082 


jount Union College Libraries 


294.5 M953d MBO 
Upanishads/Devotional passages 


jm aj van aro evm VO 0 Y0U0 AU Tt 
I! y | 
3 7048 00093 8 


WITHDRAWN 


a UNIV OF MOUNT UNION LIBRA | 


270 


